medikeval times. Unhappily its membership has dwindled to a handful and it is almost certainly destined for extinction despite the valiant attempts to resuscitate it by Profe'ssor F. C. Pybus and the late Professor Grey Turner. This is the oldest Newcastle Medical Institution and Newcastle and London are the only towns in the country where such a Company still exists.
The activities of the Barber Surgeons Company in the 18th century were quite varied. In addition to the particular matters affecting the Surgeons they contributed generously to a number of local and distant charities; for instance in 1740 they sent 10 guineas to the Edinburgh Infirmary. Part of the enjoyment of historical enquiry is the occasion which it affords for speculation. The explanation of this donation is probably the, wide, appeal which was made at that time on behalf of the Edinburgh Infirmary. (The success of the appeal enabled the Infirmary to be accommodated in a new building the following year.) However, on searching through the Newcastle papers in the 1720s I noticed annually for a number of years the announcement of the commencement of the Medical Course in the College in Edinburgh, and I wondered if some of the surgeons of the Company had gone to Edinburgh and studied surgery and anatomy under Alexander Monro primus and thereby had a partiality for Edinburgh medicine.
During the serious corn riots of 1740 the surgeons of Newcastle took turn to be on civic guard. By a majority vote they offered their Hall to the town during the active military preparations at the time of the '45. It was thought that the Hall would provide adequate accommodation for officers. As dissections were done in the Barber Surgeons' Hall, one imagines it was rather a grim place in which to be billeted.
In 1758 Richard Lambert, surgeon to the Infirmary, announced that he would begin a course of Anatomical and Chirurgical lectures at the Surgeons' Hall, Newcastle. I do not know if this course was ever held as it was never advertised again. Dr. Wilson gave a course of lectures in Medicine in 1767 at his own house in Rosemary Lane.
In 1724 William Prior, a musical instrument maker, moved from Gateshead to Newcastle and in a house at the head of the Side, set up business and designated his trade by signing his shop with a musical instrument. Ten years later he organized a raffle: "On Tuesday, 22nd October 1734 next at the house of William Prior there will be raffled for a new organ, concert pitch, fit for church, chapel or chamber, with two sets of keys, long eights and eight stops, viz: open diapason, stop diapason, principle, flute, 15th, cornet, sesque alto and trumpet so contained that four of the said stops with proper handles all are played upon the lower set'of keys and for greater variety several of the stops draw in halves. There will be 100 lots or no raffle. Price of each lot to subscribers, one guinea.
The said organ may be on view every day till the time of the raffle begins at Mr. Priors which will be at 1.0 o'clock in the afternoon of the aforesaid day." However, it is his 1724 announcement that is of interest. In it he states that he sells all types of musical and mathematical instruments, music books of tunes and songs and he does turning work at reasonable rates, and then the important thing-"he also makes and sets artificial teeth so neatly as not to be discovered from natural ones". Fifteen years later William Prior advertised in the first number of the Newcastle Journal which was published on April 7, 1739, and this time his advertisement was largely dental.
"Artificial teeth set in so firm as to eat with them and so exact as not to be distinguished from natural. They need not be taken out at night as is by some falsely suggested but may be worn years together. They are so fitted as to be taken out and put in at pleasure by the person who wears them and are an ornament to the mouth and greatly helpful to the speech. Also musical and mathematical instruments are made and all sorts of turning done by William Prior at Whitefriars at the foot of Westgate, Newcastle."
The medical advertisements in the early press are of interest and give some indication of common ailments. In 1721 we find Tipping's Pleasant Liquor advertised. This "dissolves the stone in the bladder or kidneys, bringing it away visibly with whatever gravel may be generated in those parts and gives ease in the colic as likewise the pains of the gout and rheumatism and soon after restores the use of limbs and is only sold at Harrison's Coffee House at the Sandhill, in Newcastle at 3/6d. a bottle". Again, there is The Most Excellent Cephalic Water or Liquid Snuff which was prepared for her late Majesty Queen Mary and published "by her authority". "It is the brain's best friend in curing all its diseases as all violent headaches, apoplexies, epilepsies, migranes, vertigos and swimmings in the head etc., price 6d. per bottle." I wonder what the citizens of Newcastle thought on reading in 1720 "whereas many thousands die yearly of worms only, more than any other distemper whatsoever, and as all persons of all ages are incident to them even from birth to old age and as they are the inlet of most distempers and as Dr. Lucas' remedies of Newcastle have been tried and found by the experience of many hundreds to exceed any others yet known for killing and destroying of worms and the cause thereof in old and young and has never yet failed in its designed end by bringing away worms of various sizes and shape some from children of six or seven years old and upwards of 7 yards long at the Doctor's house to be seen. The medicines are as pleasant as sugar candy and as safe as white bread. They may be given to a child of three months old. Also for the further good of mankind is published the doctor's chemical preparation for killing the toothache without drawing, and scurvy in the gums by giving immediate ease in the most tormenting pains and carrying off the sharp humour which falls from the teeth and gums. Also it fastens loose teeth and causes the gums to grow afresh although eaten away with the very scurvy and those who use it are seldom or never troubled with the toothache any more where it is applied, so that a person may by these methods preserve all their teeth fair and sound even to an old age, price Is. Od. a bottle with full directions, sold at the Doctor's house in Pilgrim Street, in Newcastle over against Silver Street end, a ball being over the door where may be had his powder for the stone and gravel, strangury and stoppage of the urine, also his tincture of gold that cures rheumatism and weakness in the body or limbs".
Dr. Lucas died in 1720, a few weeks after the publication of the advertisement just quoted, but his wife was in the secret for she says: "These are to acquaint the public that the doctor faithfully communicated every secret of his medical preparations to his spouse who had upwards of ten years' experience in their preparation" and she goes on to say that "the preparations are just the same as if the doctor were now living."
In the edition of the Newcastle Courant of February 9, 1723, there can be read the following: "Whereas the smallpox and very dangerous sort of fever have for a considerable time raged with much violence in the town of Newcastle upon Tyne and other neighbouring towns and has been attended with great mortality, this is to give notice that there is a medium discovered which after immense trials has never been known to fail of curing persons afflicted with either of these fatal distempers, even when all other means used for their recovery have proved ineffectual and very often when they have been in all appearances at the last gasp and given over by those who have attended them, which medicine was discovered and now prepared only by Mr. Thorauld, master of mathematics and student in physick next door to the Mayor's house in Newcastle aforesaid. This wonderful medicine being known to no other person living and never before made public but now advertised for the general good of mankind at the pressing instance and request of several of the principal inhabitants of the said town who have seen and experienced the surprising effects thereof." 8 230 Accidents of severity are reported from time to time in the papers. For instance in October 1724 "about 7.0 o'clock in the evening, a fire broke out in the house of Joseph Partis, merchant, which burnt down that part of it by the great church and the neighbouring houses were in the utmost danger but saved by the great care and vigilance of the Right Worshipful William Carr Esq., Mayor and other of our Magistrates, but the most dreadful accident in the conclusion by a quantity of gunpowder which had lain in the garret and the people having no notice of it, it took fire when part of the house was blown up and several men and women were killed upon the spot. Others have died since of their wounds and a great many labour under great uneasiness occasioned by this fatal blast. The cries and shouts of the people were scarce to be endured which continued about an hour, women running as distracted seeking for their husbands, children etc., and everyone seemed to be in the utmost confusion. The Mayor and several of the Aldermen were hurt and were in great hazard who having ordered the surgeons to take care of the several persons who are wounded and given £50 as a reward to those who were most diligent and active in extinguishing the fire". Newcastle employed a town surgeon who was paid £50 per annum but it is obvious that he alone could not cope with an accident of such magnitude.
Another well-remembered accident occurred in October 1750. It was reported as follows in the Courant: "On Saturday last in the afternoon as the Leed's wagon was going down the Side, the wheel chain broke which caused it to run with great swiftness and notwithstanding all possible precautions taken by the waggoner to prevent mischief, one Barbara Saunders wife of a nailor at Dunston was run over by which one of her legs was sore shattered and she was otherwise very much bruised. Soon after the accident her leg was cut off and we hear there are hopes of recovery." This accident was used in B.K.'s famous letter of December 28, 1750, and published in the Newcastle Courant January 6, 1751, which appealed for the establishment of a hospital to deal with injuries and sickness in the people of Newcastle, Northumberland and Durham. Here is his account of the accident:
"There was the case of that poor woman who had the misfortune but the other day to be run over by the Leed's wagon and whom I am told lay 5 or 6 hours in an open shop in the utmost misery and anguish before a lodging could be found for her or any assistance given her." B.K.'s letter met with an immediate response and public activity on behalf of the new hospital was most energetic. Subscriptions poured in as did offers of gifts in kind and of professional services. The gifts in kind included bed linen, crockery, bricks for building the hospital and a quantity of lime; free professional services were offered by the Physicians and Surgeons; there were also given the proceeds from musical concerts and theatre performances. Within a period of less than five months the hospital was opened on May 23, 1751, in temporary accommodation in a house in a street called the Gallowgate, just outside the town wall. The day when the hospital was opened was one of the most important in the history of the town. The Magistrates and Council and all the prominent people of the town and of the two counties attended a service at St. Nicholas' Cathedral at 9.30 in the morning and thereafter walked in procession up the Bigg Market, along Newgate Street and through the New Gate to the hospital, and after an inspection watched the examination and admission of patients.
The history of the Infirmary has been so well told by Professor G. H. Hume and by Sir William Hume that little further need be said except to mention one of the intriguing problems of medical history in Newcastle which is, where is the exact location of this house in the Gallowgate? There would seem to be no doubt from contemporary maps that it must have been on the north-east side of the street and probably close to the New Gate. We know something of the house itself for in the house visitors' report of July 18, 1751, there is a recommendation that each ward should have a Bible, a Book of Common Prayer and the Whole Duty of Man. As the result of this recommendation six Bibles and six prayer books were bought forthwith. This would seem to indicate that there were six wards. Further confirmation of this supposition has also been found. When the Infirmary removed from the Gallowgate to the permanent buildings which were built on the Forth Banks, in October 1753, the house was rented to Mr. George Dunn of Blaydon. Early in January 1754 Mr. Dunn advertised as follows:
"To lett. The front part of the late Infirmary in Gallowgate consisting of six fire rooms, a cellar, with water in the yard and other conveniences. For further particulars inquire of George Dunn at his house in Gallowgate who will lett the same."
Through the kindness of the present owners of the property in the vicinity of the New Gate-Messrs. Scott and Turner-I have examined the old documents of the property but there is no trace of Mr. Wastell's ownership and he was the owner of the house which the Governors of the Infirmary rented. So the quest still has to be continued.
A house in the Gallowgate also was used for the first hospital in Newcastle for lunatics in 1763. Again, this house is unknown. The lunatic hospital was established as a result of a letter by "Benevolus", published in the Newcastle Journal. After a short period this institution moved to a specially built hospital nearby in Wardens Close. The surge in public opinion for the establishment of adequate medical services was by no means halted and soon afterwards St. Luke's Hospital for Lunatics was established for private patients. Before this the Lying-in Hospital was established in Rosemary Lane. The Newcastle Dispensary offering out-patient facilities was established in 1777 and a Society for helping poor expectant mothers in their own homes was founded a year or two earlier. A prominent worker for this Society was William Smith, surgeon and man-midwife. He was one of the medical staff of the Society. For many years Smith conducted courses of lectures and clinical practice in midwifery in Newcastle; the first, in which he was associated with Mr.
Greenwell, was advertised to take place in 1756 at Mr. Greenwell's house, Without Newgate.
The mention of midwifery takes us easily, if perhaps surprisingly, to vaccination, for in the Journal of June 4, 1768, we read "Beatrice Macdonald, midwife, will begin a course of lectures on vaccination on Monday in the Race Week in the forenoon at her house in the Sandgate. Such as are now practicing or purpose to practice innoculation may by application to me be supplied with my preparation for the same which the faculty may be assured has been administered to thousands with never failing success, and far exceeds the pompus suttoniam of any other arcana in speedily and effectively removing every disagreeable symptom which may appear during the whole process of the disease, and am certain had they been administered even when a very putrid smallpox raged they would have been attended with success. N.B. Such of the advertising parties as have not been instructed with the care of a single patient will be instructed privately and immediately admitted into practice on the most reasonable terms. The poor in the neighbourhood of Sandgate innoculated gratis."
While smallpox inoculation was popular in 1768 it had been in the news much earlier. In September 1721 there is an account in the "News from London" column of the Courant of Mr. Maitland, the surgeon, inoculating for smallpox six criminals at Newgate Prison. "It has succeeded on the five who never before had them beyond all expectation and the surprise of the Physician who almost every day visited them. The sixth who had them about last Michaelmas in Newgate found no matter of alterations, the innoculations in his arms and legs continuing pale and dry from the beginning so that the whole has most successfully answered Dr. Timony's account of this practice and is perfectly agreeable to the experience and observations of some persons now in London of known credit and reputation who have seen the practice in Turkey. The malefactors on whom the experiment was made are to be soon pardoned."
Inoculation for smallpox again was news in 1723 when the local paper intimated that Mr. Ammand, a noted surgeon, inoculated the smallpox at Leicester House upon the young Prince William Augustus aged 2 years and 1 month.
We find an early intimation of a fever that raged throughout England in 1733. "Whereas the present distemper appearing in the shape of colds, agues and fevers rages so violently in every family within the bounds of mortality and in most counties in England,these are to certify the public that the most effectual medicine recommended by the most eminent physicians that has yet been experienced for same is Daffey's Original Elixir to be had from the printer of this paper."
The fever or the 'flu, whatever it was that struck this country as an epidemic, was severe. The London correspondent of the Newcastle paper reports that on February 1, 1733, "1,588 people died in London in a week, the greatest number known since the sickness in the year 1665, but it seems that infants and aged people suffered most". This epidemic also raged in Edinburgh about the same period, and the Newcastle paper quoted its Edinburgh correspondent as saying "A sickness continues here and in all the country around, so that scarce a family has escaped. It is attributed to the unwholesomeness of the weather there having been little frost and almost no snow at this season". Later in the same year there were great rain storms of unprecedented severity in South Scotland and the North of England. Even in the eighteenth century the weather was blamed for a great deal of their troubles.
There was plenty of rain and snow in January 1740-here is the account as published:
"January 1740 the greatest storm of easterly wind and snow that can be remembered the violence of which did vast damage upon the river Tyne by vessels running foul of each other and breaking of cables and pulling the rings out of the ground. Upwards of 40 keels broke from their moorings and by the force of the wind were drove up to the bridge and sunk several wherrys, ships bows staving each other. . .. The same day in the evening a woman going home to Gateshead Fell was found next day dead among the snow occasioned by her falling into a ditch where there was 7 ft. of snow." Unemployed keelmen were engaged by the Mayor to clear the streets of snow and Alderman Ridley "gave heaps of small coal to all poor people who could fetch them". A great number of poor families in Sandgate and other places were thought to have starved in the extreme cold. The Churchwardens of All Saints provided "plentiful dinners to the poor of the parish at the Manor House". "A pheasant was frozen to the ground near the town." We hear from Penrith thatJ"a poor man was found lying upon the snow near that town, being carried into the town was let blood and that instant died". Leaving the cold and snow let us move on twenty years to discover that in the pleasant autumn of 1760 "Michael Whitlock, operator for the teeth is at the Queen's Head, Mr. Hay's in Durham who intends to be at Newcastle on Sunday 28th September and to continue one week, and to be at Durham the week following and so to continue week about at both places. He is well known in most parts of England and Ireland for his extraordinary art in fixing artificial teeth in so exquisite and beautiful a manner as has baffled the most distinguishing penetration and of equal use in every respect. He cleans the blackest and foulest teeth in a few minutes rendering them as white as ivory, restoring the mouth to its wonted sweetness without pain. He dexterously displaces teeth and draws stumps almost imperceptibly so sunk within the gums that no other artist would attempt".
Fourteen years later another dentist, Charles Edward Whitlock, came to Newcastle and set up in practice in Newgate Street. He was perhaps the first semi-permanent dentist for I have not been able to find any other trace of Michael Whitlock. It is tempting to suppose that C. E. Whitlock was Michael's son. He announced his arrival in 1774 and towards the conclusion he says: "Those ladies and gentlemen who please to honour him with their commands (during the stay of the Comedians) are requested to favour him with them at Mrs. Gale's, Newgate Street." This reference to the theatre seemed to be interesting and I referred to the theatrical play-bills and to my pleasure I discovered that a member of the Company performing at the theatre in the Bigg Market was Mr. Whitlock. He never seemed to take a prominent part but this might well have been due to the fact that his dental practice occupied much of his time. During the first season he was given a benefit and the play that he selected was "As You Like It".
Mr. Whitlock appeared with the Company every year and in 1781 he managed the players. The Company had their ups and downs, including a burglary as the result of which they lost 80 volumes of plays. In 1785 it was announced that the Company would only be there for a short time, until April and it is rather surprising to find in the Newcastle Chronicle of April 30 the following announcement: "Mr. Whitlock, dentist, presents his respectful compliments to the ladies and gentlemen of Newcastle and begs leave to inform them that being under an indispensable necessity of quitting this place without a possibility of completing the various orders they have been pleased to honour him with, he intends to return about the middle of the second week in May in order to finish the business he is now obliged to leave undone as likewise to execute any such commands he may be favoured with in the interim. Those ladies and gentlemen whose orders he has received and which form a multitude of business he has not been able to comply with will be first attended to, others in the regular course. Mr. Whitlock embraces with deepest sense of gratitude this opportunity of returning his most unfeigned thanks to his friends and the public for the many favours confirmed upon him and assures them that nothing shall be wanting on his part to meet their future commands and approbation."
This seemed to indicate a rather hurried departure, the notice is dated April 15 and appears in the issue of the 30th. 1785 was an important year for him for he married Miss Elzabeth Kemble at York. She, too, was an actress and sister of the famous Mrs. Siddons and Mr. Stephen Kemble. Could this sudden departure have something to do with his marriage at York? Mr. Whitlock's wife joined the Company, acted in Newcastle and her first appearance was in February 1786. With Mr. Austin, Whitlock took over the management of the new Theatre Royal opened in 1788, a great occasion on which the bells of St. Nicholas' and St. John's were rung. He gave up the management of the theatre and about 1797 set out for a ten-year visit to America where it is stated he acted with success. He returned and in the Directory of 1811 is found to be one of the three dentists then in practice in Newcastle.
Newcastle has been extremely fortunate in the calibre of her medical historians and very little seems to have escaped Dr. Embleton, Professor G. H. Hume and Sir William Hume, Dr. Arnison, the late Professor Grey Turner and Professor F. C. Pybus. However, two small advertisements seem to have slipped past their notice with regard to the first resident surgeon and dentist in Newcastle, Frederick Horn. He was a surgeon in the Navy and 13* 1 f 233 through the help of Admiral Osborne we now know that he served on the following ships:
Lynx from May 1, 1777 to May 6, 1778 Medway ,, May 15, 1778 to June 4, 1780 Grafton ,, June 6, 1780 to September 10, 1781
Crown ,, March 17, 1782 to December 10, 1782 Dr. Embleton gave us the main information about him. He was appointed surgeon to the Royal Infirmary in 1800, took part in a celebrated discussion with Dr. Clark and Dr. Fenwick with regard to the fever wards, was a surgeon to the Dispensary and took an active part in the local Medical Society, of which he was the Vice-President for seven years and President in 1796. He contributed a number of papers to the Society and died in 1808 and was succeeded by his son in the appointment as surgeon to the Infirmary. In the Newcastle Directory for 1790 he is listed among the surgeons but in that of 1801 he describes himself as a surgeon and dentist. I was pleased to discover that he made the following announcement in December 1782:
"Frederick Horn takes this opportunity respectfully to acquaint Lthe friends of his late uncle Mr. Henry Gibson that from some unavoidable circumstances (the ship of which he was surgeon being ordered to Gibralter and etc.,) he was prevented from addressing them sooner and soliciting the honour of their future favours in his professional capacity. As Mrs. Gibson is connected with him in the business he respectfully solicits the favours of her friends and flatters himself that his having attended the most eminent professors in London in the surgical and medical line and having been near six years a surgeon in H.M. Navy will have some weight in inducing those whom he has the honour to address and to give credit to his qualifications and assures them that his utmost abilities and attention shall be exerted to give satisfaction." In this interesting statement there is no mention of skill in dentistry and I wondered what type of a dentist he was. Imagine my delight when turning over the pages of the Newcastle Courant I found in the issue of July 29, 1786, the following:
"Frederick Horn, surgeon, acquaints the ladies and gentlemen of Newcastle and its neighbourhood that he has just returned from London where he has been completely instructed by an eminent practitioner in the business of a DENTIST. He scales and cleans and performs all the operations on the teeth, makes and fixes artificial and removes or prevents the irregularities which take place in the teeth of young people at the time of getting their second set."
The reference to the scope of Horn's work is of considerable interest to those of us who are dentists and of particular interest is the reference to children's teeth, as orthodontics is one of the most important branches of dental surgery to-day.
We find that a number of travelling dentists visited Newcastle. In 1761 Mr. Nathaniel Lee, an operator for the teeth, claims that he was present in Newcastle by the King's Authority.
"The famous Mrs. Bemard from Berlin and Brandenberg" who possessed "an infallible secret for cleansing the teeth and rendering them as white as alabaster notwithstanding they may be as black as coal remarkably done without use of an instrument." She was to be enquired of at the Half Moon entry in the Bigg Market. This was in 1773.
Mr. Marks, Jacob Hemet and Hemet Hart from Mannheim also stayed in Newcastle for a short while at different periods. I wonder if Jacob Hemet was a relation of George II's dentists-Peter Hemet senior, and Peter Hemet junior. In 1783 Mr. Crawcour, surgeon dentist, stayed for a short period and practised in Newgate Street. It is of considerable interest to us as this name is well known in dentistry because of the brothers Crawcour who early in the nineteenth century emigrated to America and started the row which is usually known as the Amalgam War. Was this man a relative-perhaps their father?
Messieur Le Sec, who was a pupil of Messieur Burdet, dentist to the Queen of France paid the first of a series of visits to Newcastle in 1790. Burdet was a famous dentist and it seems possible that Le Sec was a refugee from the Revolution.
There is a picture which shows Ruspini operating and through the window can be seen the lantern tower of St. Nicholas' Cathedral. There is no evidence that he visited Newcastle professionally but he married Elizabeth Ord, the daughter of one of the county families of Northumberland. The eighteenth century was remarkable for the travelling doctors, a number of these were eye specialists. One of the earliest of these travelling doctors to arrive in Newcastle was "Dr. Rayne, a Low German physician, who for the public good gives notice that he dexterously cures all sorts of deafness in young or old, whether it proceed from cold, relaxation of the drum, continual noise or imposthume in the ear or any other obstruction in the auditory nerves to the advantage of a great number whom he has cured and restored to perfect hearing, several having been deaf for above 30 years who now hear as well as any person living. He performs the cure without any manner of pain and with such a safe operation as was never before performed". In 1751, in January, "Mr. Turner, French surgeon and man-midwife who has studied at Paris all branches of surgery and has upwards of twelve years' practice in hospitals abroad, as appears by the testimonials granted him by Messieur Martiniere, first surgeon to the King of France and lived some time in London and other parts of England where he practised the art of surgery with great success, takes the liberty now to acquaint the public that he treats the most inveterate wounds, ulcers and other sores of all kinds if they are not hereditary ... he never undertakes a cure without taking, if it is required, a consultation with the established physicians and surgeons of the place, or from another place and is ready to perform before them all such chirurgical operations. He gives his advice and operates on the poor gratis. Inquire at Mr. Shackleton's in Pilgrim Street."
In 1758 there was the visit of Dr. Stalk, "occulist to the Royal Highness the Prince of Wales who lately restored several hundred to sight in Yorkshire such as have lost their sight or affected with any other disorder of the eye should apply to him at his lodgings."
Another ophthalmic specialist was Dr. Dove who came to Newcastle in the 1760s. Dr. Toscano, "the celebrated Danish physician", had an unfortunate quarrel with his interpreter when in Newcastle of which he gives full details in several public announcements.
The celebrated Dr. Graham visited Newcastle on several occasions and gave some of his usual spectacular performances, for instance in 1791 we find the announcement that "Dr. Graham and a young woman will give one more earth-bath exhibition this day Saturday July 9th, most positively for the last time from 12 noon to 6.0 o'clock in the evening in the large and commodious field at the side of Hanover Square, Newcastle in order emphatically to recommend this most natural, most safe and most radically efficacious practice to the world in general, especially to the country people". A week later he gave a similar demonstration in "Mr. Musgrove's garden to the left Without Westgate from 12 noon till 8 o'clock." "One woman who was scorbutic and one who suffered with leprosy and who baffled the physicians and surgeons in the Royal Infirmary in Edinburgh and in the Infirmary in Newcastle, and it is noted she stayed over fourteen months in each place without being cured, were publicly treated by the earth-bath method".
It is interesting that Mr. White, surgeon and man-midwife, No. 2 London House Yard North, the side of St. Paul's Churchyard, London, advertised in the Newcastle paper offering accommodation to pregnant ladies whose "situation requires a temporary retirement" and said that "they may be accommodated with apartments to lie in, agreeable to their circumstances and depend upon being treated with all attention and secrecy and their infants put out to nurse and humanely taken care of". The celebrated Chevalier Taylor was a frequent visitor to Newcastle where he gave himself great publicity.
As in most towns Newcastle had an open market place where stages were erected and upon which quack doctors were able to hold the attention of the crowd. There is a record of such a practitioner. "Dr Gibbons from London who keeps the public stages in Newcastle upon Tyne cures all sorts of agues, without giving the Jesuit's bark, in the space of 24 hours-no cure, no money. . . . He is the only noted man in the nation for this distemper and by reason the doctor's stay will be short. He advises all who have a mind to be cured to come before it is too late. He is to be spoken with at Mr. Rainton's in St. Nicholas Church Yard Newcastle." In a subsequent notice it says "he is to be spoke with at his chambers every market day near his stage". I was amused to read in the Courant in 1761 "Wanted immediately a brisk active man to serve a travelling doctor as an Andrew. He must be a person of drollery and ready wit, if he has followed that calling before he will be the more acceptable, or if he plays an instrument. Like wise wanted a second-hand trumpet, cheap. Inquire of the printer of this paper. No letters answered unless post is paid." The content of this paper lays me open to the charge of being a most biased type of historian. I have made no reference to Physicians such as Adam Askew, John Rotherham, John Hall, John Fenwick, John Clark-to mention only a few of the leading medical men who have not been included. How can I justify their omission? I have referred to Newcastle's fortune in the quality of her medical historians and as the physicians were men of distinction in the town practically all have been mentioned in some detail in the previous published works.
I am most grateful to Mr. Austin Hinton, Librarian to the Central Library, Newcastle, and to his assistants in the Reference Room, particularly Mr. Grimshaw and Mr. Muir.
